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Message From
The Executive
Director

As we close another remarkable year at LiftOff Black
Innovation Hub, I am filled with immense pride and gratitude.
What began as a vision within the Caribbean Canadian
Association of Waterloo Region—to harness the power of
entrepreneurship as a tool for community empowerment—
has blossomed into a vibrant and growing ecosystem for
Black founders in Waterloo Region, Wellington County, and
beyond.

This year’s achievements—from record-breaking
engagement metrics to inspiring success stories—are a
testament to what’s possible when resources meet
readiness. We’ve seen founders grow their businesses,
create jobs, and access new funding—concrete signs of
progress. But beyond that, we’ve seen confidence restored,
networks formed, and legacy taking root.

As we look ahead to 2025, sustainability is our focus. We are
actively building diverse partnerships to ensure that LBIH
continues to thrive as a launchpad for Black excellence.
Together, we’re not just driving economic development—
we’re cultivating leadership, resilience, and generational
change.

Thank you to our funders, partners, team, and the brilliant
founders who continue to inspire our journey.

Dr. Trevor Charles
Executive Director 



Our Impact
In 2024, LBIH accelerated Black entrepreneurship and startup growth by
providing inclusive support, strategic mentorship, and community-driven

programming that met the real needs of founders.

Since 2022



 Overview

To be a leading catalyst for Black innovation and
excellence, creating a thriving community where Black

individuals and organizations have the support,
resources, and opportunities needed to achieve their

full potential. Through collective investment and
collaboration, we envision a future where Black-led

initiatives drive meaningful economic and social
impact, fostering sustainable wealth within the

community for generations to come.

OUR VISION OUR MISSION

This annual report provides an in-depth look at the LiftOff Black Innovation
Hub's ongoing commitment to fostering Black entrepreneurship. It highlights

the substantial advancements made through our diverse programs and
initiatives, reflecting on the impactful feedback from our community. 

In addition to showcasing our key achievements, the report outlines
strategic recommendations for future growth, emphasizing our dedication

to addressing the unique challenges faced by Black entrepreneurs and
enhancing their pathways to success in the business landscape.

LBIH is committed to fostering an inclusive ecosystem
that empowers Black innovators, businesses, and
organizations in the Waterloo Region and beyond.

Through access to resources, mentorship, strategic
partnerships, and equitable funding opportunities, we
support the long-term success and sustainability of
Black-led initiatives. By promoting community wealth

building, we encourage investment in the community by
the community, ensuring shared prosperity and

economic resilience.



Overview Of
Progress

The LiftOff Black Innovation Hub (LBIH) has emerged as a pivotal force in
fostering Black entrepreneurship, making remarkable advancements

through our diverse range of programs. With a commitment to innovation
and community empowerment, we have successfully rolled out numerous
initiatives, broadened our network, and set the stage for future activities

that resonate with our mission to uplift Black communities.

Accomplishments: Future Prospects:



2024 Key
Achievements

Our program has successfully completed several key milestones this year:

Bootcamp & Cohort Achievements

Program Expansion Initiatives

Digital Engagement Impact
Social media campaigns for the Bootcamp generated over 7,500 impressions, reaching a
broad and diverse audience of potential entrepreneurs and supporters.

Email campaigns achieved strong click-through rates, demonstrating high interest and
engagement from our community and stakeholders.

Website traffic increased by 400%, primarily driven by digital advertisements with
additional support from direct visits and other sources.

The Bootcamp was successfully completed
with 40 entrepreneurs and 14 outstanding
founders advancing to Cohort 10 which was
launched in September 2024.

LBIH Bootcamp Pitch Competition awarded
grants totaling $3,000, including pitch
coaching and formal presentation sessions for
participants.

Cohort 10 participants have engaged in
one-on-one coaching sessions, workshops,
and networking events, contributing to
their growth and development as Black
entrepreneurs.

LBIH Cohort 10 Pitch Competition was
successfully organized with $8,000 in total
grants awarded, preparing entrepreneurs
for future funding opportunities.



2024 Key
Achievements



CLOTHING THE
COMMUNITY KICKOFF

FASHIONABLY
THRIFTED

THE THRIFT-OFF

Launch the campaign with inspiring talks, a sustainable fashion
mini-doc, & everything you need to know to start donating.

Celebrate sustainable fashion with a thrifted outfit show,
awards for best-dressed, and a recap of the campaign's impact.

University clubs compete to create the best thrifted outfits,
through thrift shopping and live voting on social media

2024
Achievements
Clothing the Community

November 2024
Weight/Volume: 1,690.72 lbs.
Items collected:  Shirts, Jackets, Shoes, Accessories, Socks, Children's
clothing, Toys.
Number of Volunteers: 4 high school student volunteers
Social Media Reach: 5.5K Impressions
Media Coverage or Mentions: Waterloo Region Record Newspaper,
SDG Talks                                                                                                                                                

Clothing Drive



2024
Achievements
Clothing the Community
Clothing Drive



Ifeoma Abajue 
IA Aesthetic Clinic Group Inc.

Kelly Boyi 
Skill Dev Academy

Mariak Achuoth 
NilePay

NileRemit is a digital remittance platform tailored to support the South Sudanese diaspora and
Nile Basin countries, providing fast, secure, convenient, and cost-effective money transfer
solutions. Through its sister branches, NilePay and NileConnect, NileRemit aims to transform the
global money transfer and banking landscape in South Sudan and beyond, promoting financial
inclusivity and empowering the unbanked in rural Africa.

SkillDev Inc. is an EdTech company focused on launching motivated professionals into dream tech
related careers through e-learning, and career development programs. Their mission is to
empower Black professionals and underrepresented groups with the skills and experience needed
to start and advance in tech careers through relevant hands-on training, mentorship, and
community support. Whether you’re a recent graduate navigating the job market, a seasoned
professional seeking career advancement, or an organization looking to develop your talent pool,
they have the knowledge, skills, and resources to help you succeed.

The Aesthetic Clinic provides curated skin care treatments to people of colour. Skin of colour has
been largely ignored by the big names in the multi- billion dollar industry, leaving us to use generic
products that do not cater to our peculiar needs. The Aesthetic clinic provides an interconnected
system of consultations, treatments, and product sales, all designed for Black skin, making
specialized premium services available to skin of colour folks. Our trained professionals ensure that
safety standards are maintained and the latest in technology is used to achieve end goals that are
satisfactory to all. 

Pitch Winners
Cohort 10

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-ifeoma-abajue-1667243b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mariakachuoth/


 Oluwadamilare Igbayiloye
Akonilede Yoruba Products and Services 

(Awarded $500)

Venesse Lewis 
Niya’s Coily World 

(Awarded $1,500)

Michael Smith 
Black Tutors Canada 

(Awarded $1,000)

Black Tutors Canada is a tutor listing website launched in March 2022. The website allows tutors who
identify as Black, African, Caribbean, and of the African diaspora to list their tutoring services on the
platform. Black Tutors Canada connects current and retired Black teachers, graduates, and professionals
with students across Canada. Tutors on the platform offer online and in-person tutoring services to meet
all needs, including mobility and neurodiversity. Tutors support students of all diversity and intersectionality
- all are welcome! Tutors are available for all subjects and grade levels from kindergarten to university.
Black Tutors Canada offers a low-cost fee-for-service to students/families across Canada.

Akonilede Yoruba is a leading educational platform dedicated to advancing Yoruba language
education and cultural preservation for learners in the diaspora and Yoruba language enthusiasts.
The platform offers high-quality, accessible, and innovative online classes that address the
challenges of language loss and cultural disconnection, by providing effective services aimed at
reconnecting learners to their culture and heritage .

Niya's Coily World (NCW) is a children’s brand dedicated to promoting afro-textured hair care and
diversity through educational content and interactive experiences. At its core, NCW empowers
young Black children by fostering pride in their natural hair and providing practical hair care tips in
a fun, engaging way. Our flagship products include a children’s book series featuring Niya, a hair
care superhero, and animated content. 

Pitch Winners
Bootcamp

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-ifeoma-abajue-1667243b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-ifeoma-abajue-1667243b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-ifeoma-abajue-1667243b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-ifeoma-abajue-1667243b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-ifeoma-abajue-1667243b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-ifeoma-abajue-1667243b/


Cohort 10

Pitch Winners

Kelly Boyi  
Skill Dev Academy

Ifeoma Abajue
IA Aesthetic Clinic Group Inc

Mariak Achuoth 
NilePay

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-ifeoma-abajue-1667243b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mariakachuoth/


Venesse Lewis 
Niya’s Coily World

 Oluwadamilare Igbayiloye 
Akonilede Yoruba Products 

Michael Smith 
Black Tutors Canada 

Pitch Winners
Bootcamp

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-ifeoma-abajue-1667243b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-ifeoma-abajue-1667243b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-ifeoma-abajue-1667243b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-ifeoma-abajue-1667243b/
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Key Skills Developed

 Our
comprehensive

founder
development

program equips
entrepreneurs
with essential
skills to build

and scale
successful

businesses, with
measurable

improvements
across muliple

business
competencies.



Key Skills Developed



Entrepreneur
Success Stories



 Insights



Partners



Conclusion

As we close another remarkable chapter in the LiftOff Black Innovation Hub
journey, we are reminded that our progress is not just measured in metrics,
but in the lives touched, businesses launched, and communities uplifted. The
strides we made in 2024 reflect not only our strategic vision but also the
resilience and brilliance of the Black entrepreneurs we are privileged to
serve.

This year has reaffirmed that innovation thrives in inclusive ecosystems, and
transformation happens when resources meet opportunity. The synergy
between our team, founders, mentors, and partners has created a ripple
effect—one that will continue to shape the future of Black innovation in
Canada and beyond.

While we celebrate our collective achievements, we remain grounded in our
mission and energized for the road ahead. With bold ideas and deeper
partnerships, 2025 presents an opportunity to scale our impact, expand our
reach, and further anchor LBIH as a catalyst for generational change.
Together, we are not just building businesses—we are building legacy.



Innovation unlocked,
Powered by perspectives

CONTACT US

info@lbih.org

www.lbih.org

2 King Street West, Kitchener

Ontario, N2G 1A3

LBIH


